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SPEECHES OF OLEKSANDR BARVINSKYI IN THE GALICIAN SEJM AS A SOURCE
FOR STUDYING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SECONDARY EDUCATION FOR UKRAINIANS
IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES

Abstract. This scientific article examines the role of the speeches of Oleksandr Barvinskyi, a prominent
public figure and politician, in the context of the development of education for Ukrainians in Halychyna in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This work aims to elucidate key aspects of educational policy and to
explore the socio-economic and cultural context in which educational reforms in Halychyna during that period
took place. The objective of the article is to analyze Oleksandr Barvinskyi's speeches in the Galician Sejm
as a source for studying the development of secondary education for Ukrainians in Halychyna at the end
of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. The research methodology is based on the principles
of historicism, scientific rigor, objectivity, and systematic approach. General scientific methods (analysis,
synthesis, generalization) and specialized historical methods (historical-genetic, historical-systematic)
are utilized. Conclusions. Oleksandr Barvinskyi played a pivotal role in the formation and development
of Ukrainian education in Halychyna. His speeches in the Galician Sejm reflect a deep awareness
of the educational and cultural issues facing Ukrainians and his efforts to address these issues. Barvinskyi's
speeches indicate significant political struggle for the educational rights of Ukrainians. This struggle occurred
against the backdrop of political pressure and resistance from Polish politicians who dominated the Galician
Sejm. Barvinskyi consistently argued for the necessity of developing Ukrainian education, using facts
and statistics to support his positions. Barvinskyi emphasized the importance of cultural and linguistic aspects
in education. He underscored that the education of Ukrainians should be based on their native language
and culture, which is crucial for preserving national identity. Barvinskyis speeches had a significant impact
on public opinion and political decisions regarding the development of Ukrainian education. They contributed
to raising awareness about educational problems and the need to address them, ultimately leading to improved
educational conditions for Ukrainians in Halychyna.

Key words: Oleksandr Barvinskyi, Galician Sejm, educational policy, Ukrainians, Halychyna, newspa-
per «Ruslany.
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IMPOMOBHM OJJEKCAHJIPA BAPBIHCHKOTO Y TAJIUIIBKOMY CEWMI
SIK JIDKEPEJIO BUBYEHHS PO3BUTKY CEPEJHbOI OCBITU YKPATHIIIB
HANPUKIHII XIX — HA ITIOYATKY XX CT.

Anomauin. Y cmammi docniodcyemucst pons npomos Onekcanopa bapeincokozo, sudamnozo epomao-
CbK020 Ois14a ma NOAIMUKA, y KOHMeKCMi po36umxy oceimu ykpainyie y I anuvuni nanpukinyi XIX — na novamxy
XX cm. L]a poboma maec na memi po3Kpumu Kito408i acCneKmu 0C8IMHbOI NOLIMUKU A SUSYUMU COYIATb-
HO-eKOHOMIYHUU Ma KYIbMYPHULL KOHMeKcm, Y aKomy 6iooyseanucsa peghopmu ocgimu 6 I anuuuni moeo uacy.
Memotro cmammi € ananiz npomos Onexcanopa bapsincokozeo 6 I anuybkomy cetimi K 0dxcepena 01 6UEYEHHS
PO38UMKY cepedHboi ocsimu ykpainyis y I anuyuni nanpuxinyi XIX — na nowamxy XX cm. Memooonozis 0ocii-
O0XceHHsA Oa3YEMbC HA NPUHYUNAX ICMOPU3MY, HAYKO8oCHi, 00 ekmugHocmi, cucmemnocmi. Buxkopucmarno
3A2ANbHOHAYKOGT (AHANi3, CuHMme3, V3A2albHeHHs) Ma CReyiaibHO-ICMopuyHi (ICIMopuKo-eeHemudHull, icmo-
puxo-cucmemuuil) memoou. Bucnoexu. Onexcandp Bapsincoxuil 8idiepasas Kuouo8y poiv y (opmyanHi
ma po3eumxy ykpaincokoi oceimu ¢ Ianuuuni. Hoeo npomosu y Tanuybkomy ceiimi 6ido6padcaioms 2nuboKy
00i3HaHicmsb i3 npodbiemamu 0ceimu ma Kyaibmypu YKpainyie, a maxoic to2o 3yCuiis wooo ix UupiuleHHs.
Tlpomosu bapsincbko2o c8iduams Npo HAAGHICb 3HAYHOL NOATMUYHOT DOPOMbOU 3a OCBIMHI NPABA YKPATHYIE.
151 bopomwvba 6i00y6anacs Ha mii NOLIMUYHO20 MUCKY A ONOPY 3 DOKY NOIbCLKUX NOTIMUKIG, SIKI OOMIHY8AIU
6 lanuyvxomy ceiimi. Bapgincokuti nocmiilho apeymenmyeas HeoOXIOHICMb pO36UMKY VKPAiHCbKOI oceimu,
BUKOPUCTNOBYIOUU (hakmu ma CMamucmuxy 01 RIOMEepON*CeHHs C80ixX nosuyill. Bin nazonowysas ma easic-
JAUBOCMI KYIbIYPHO2O MA MOBHO20 ACNEKMI8 Y 0CBIMI 1l NIOKPeCao8as, ujo 0Ceima yYKpainyie nosunna o6asy-
8AMUCSL HA PIOHITE MOBI MA KYIbMYpPi, WO € 8ANCTUBUM YUHHUKOM 30epedcerHs HaYlOHAIbHOL I0eHMUYHOCTI.
Ilpomosu bapgincbko2o manu 3HAYHUL BNIUE HA 2POMAOCHKY OVMKY Ma NOLMUYHI PIUEHHS U000 PO36UMK)
oceimu ykpainyie. Bonu cnpusinu niosuwennio c8ioomocmi w000 0c8imuix npoobiem ma neobxionocmi ix upi-
WleHHs1, Wo 8 KIHYeBoMY NIOCYMKY Npu3eeno 00 NOAINuleHHs yMo8 018 HAGYanHs ykpainyie y I anuqumni.

Knrouosi cnosa: Onexcandp bapeincoxutl, I'aruyvkuil ceiim, oceimus nonimuxa, ykpainyi, I amuyuna,
yaconuc «Pycrany.

Problem Statement. The process of forming educational policy and its role in the development
of national identity is a key aspect of studying the sociocultural and political processes in a country’s
history. In the context of Ukraine, analyzing the activities of prominent educators and public figures
who dealt with educational reform and the support of Ukrainian education at the end of the 19th
and the beginning of the 20th centuries is particularly relevant.

Oleksandr Barvinskyi, a renowned Galician politician, publicist, and social activist, played
a crucial role in shaping educational policy and supporting Ukrainian education in Halychyna. His
speeches in the Galician Sejm not only reflect his personal stance on educational issues but also
mirror the general trends and challenges faced by Ukrainian education at that time.

In this article, we aim to analyze the speeches of Oleksandr Barvinskyi in the context
of the development of education for Ukrainians in Halychyna at the end of the 19th and the beginning
of the 20th centuries.

This work aims to elucidate key aspects of educational policy and to explore the socio-
economic and cultural context in which educational reforms in Halychyna during that period took
place. The objective of the article is to analyze Oleksandr Barvinskyi’s speeches in the Galician
Sejm as a source for studying the development of secondary education for Ukrainians in Halychyna
at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Recent studies and publications concerning
Oleksandr Barvinskyi’s speeches in the Galician Sejm emphasize various aspects of his activities as
a politician and public figure, as well as his contributions to the development of Ukrainian education
in Halychyna. Scholars examine his speeches to reconstruct the political and socio-economic context
of that period. Notable works in this regard include those by T. Antoshevskyi [1], O. Arkusha [2],
B. Hrechyn [3], O. Hryb [4], A. Klish [5], R. Lekhniuk [6], S. Pavlyshyn [7], and I. Chornovol [8].
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The source base for this research consists of Barvinskyi’s speeches delivered in the Galician
Sejm from the late 19th to the early 20th century and published in the periodical “Ruslan”.

Therefore, the analysis of recent research indicates that Oleksandr Barvinskyi’s speeches in
the Galician Sejm are a significant source for studying the development of secondary education for
Ukrainians in Halychyna at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. However,
these speeches have not yet become the subject of a dedicated study.

Presentation of the main material. At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries,
the state of Ukrainian secondary education in Halychyna was complex and influenced by a number
of social, political, and economic factors that affected the development of the educational system.
Ukrainian secondary education in Halychyna developed under constant political pressure from Polish
and Austrian administrations. These governments often hindered the establishment of new Ukrainian
gymnasiums and other secondary educational institutions, fearing the strengthening of the Ukrainian
national movement. One of the main issues was the unequal distribution of educational institutions
between Ukrainians and Poles.

Oleksandr Barvinskyi repeatedly raised the issue of national equality and education in
the multinational state. He focused on the need for equal education in both Ukrainian and Polish
languages in secondary schools, which was considered crucial for the equality of national groups
within the state. He cited examples from other countries, such as Switzerland and Belgium, which had
already resolved similar language issues. This highlights the complexity of infrastructural and social
changes that required a comprehensive approach. The Regional School Council, although critically
disposed towards the speaker’s proposals, focused on practical problems such as student overload
and the lack of qualified teachers [9, ¢. 1-2 10, c. 1-2].

Oleksandr Barvinskyi emphasized the importance of national education for the development
of the nation, especially in the context of contemporary cosmopolitanism. Despite the presence
of several Ukrainian gymnasiums, their number was insufficient to meet the needs of the youth. The
proposal to establish a new gymnasium in Ternopil aimed to address this issue. Ternopil was chosen
specifically due to the lack of Ukrainian secondary schools in the northeastern part of the region
and the increasing number of students in the existing gymnasiums. Barvinskyi believed that
expanding educational institutions was important not only for Ukrainians but could also promote
the rapprochement of national groups in the region. At the same time, he emphasized the significance
of national education as a tool to support and preserve cultural and national identity [11, c. 1].

Oleksandr Barvinskyi drew attention to the urgent need to reform the teacher training system
in Halychyna with a focus on improving agricultural education. He stressed that ensuring high-
quality education required not only theoretical training but also the acquisition of practical skills. In
his opinion, existing teacher seminaries could play a key role in this process if they were properly
equipped and provided with necessary resources. Comparing with other countries, Barvinskyi
pointed out opportunities for improving the education system in Halychyna. He cited the example
of Sarajevo in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where a teacher seminary was equipped with a corresponding
garden and research center, which contributed to the improvement of practical training for future
educators [12, ¢. 1-2].

0. Barvinskyi emphasized the necessity of further developing educational programs and creating
agricultural cooperatives to support the peasantry. He also highlighted the national aspect,
demonstrating a commitment to representing the interests of Ukrainians in all spheres of public life.
Overall, this underscores the complexity of the issues society faced in the process of modernization
and organizational changes [13, c. 2-3].

O. Barvinskyi stressed the critical problem of the shortage of qualified teachers for Ukrainian
and Polish languages. Despite awareness of this problem and certain initiatives by the Ministry
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of Education, no concrete measures were taken to address it. The speaker proposed a set of measures,
including funding for teacher training and reforming the examination system [14, c. 1-2].

Speaking on February 1, 1898, at the Regional Sejm regarding the compulsory study of both
regional languages, O. Barvinskyi illustrated the complexity of the issue of studying the Ukrainian
language in Halychyna, where historical, political, and cultural aspects interact with educational needs
and language rights. He noted that the Regional School Council (RSC) advocated for a balanced
approach that included protecting the rights of Polish youth and gradually introducing the study
of Ukrainian, while also recognizing the need for active government intervention to achieve this
goal [14, c. 1-2].

O. Barvinskyi illustrated the resistance to the establishment of Ukrainian gymnasiums in Haly-
chyna, despite the evident need and demand for them from the Ukrainian population. The arguments
of opponents often proved to be unfounded or were refuted by facts. Nevertheless, decisions
regarding the creation of gymnasiums were often postponed or ignored, indicating political injustice
and deficiencies in the decision-making process in the education sector at that time. O. Barvinskyi
provided statistical data confirming the uneven distribution of Ukrainian gymnasiums in Halychyna.
Specifically, out of 42 state secondary schools, only 4 were Ukrainian gymnasiums [15, c. 1].

O. Barvinskyi supported the idea of establishing a Ukrainian gymnasium in Halychyna. He
believed that the creation of such a gymnasium was essential for the development of Rusyn culture
and education in the region. The deputy also criticized the use of the term “separatism,” considering
it dangerous and incorrect for describing the creation of the gymnasium [16, ¢. 1-2].

O. Barvinskyi’s speeches reflect the discussions and controversies that arose around educational
reforms in Halychyna at the beginning of the 20th century. Despite general trends and demands,
there were significant nuances and specific approaches to solving problems. He emphasized the need
for a cautious approach to implementing reforms, highlighting the importance of considering local
characteristics and needs [12, ¢. 1-2].

The debate over the establishment of Ukrainian gymnasiums in Halychyna was characterized by
arguments that were often neither objective nor well-founded. Opponents of Ukrainian gymnasiums
used various circumstances and political motives to refuse the establishment of these educational
institutions, despite the real need for them. According to O. Barvinskyi, it was crucial that decisions
regarding the founding of schools were based on actual educational needs and benefits for the youth,
rather than political or ideological motivations.

O. Barvinskyi’s speeches demonstrate that issues of education and cultural values in Halychyna
became subjects of intense polemics and conflicts between the Ukrainian and Polish communities.
Taras Shevchenko played a central role in these discussions, with his works being used as arguments
by both sides. The author emphasized the deeply religious and ethical nature of Shevchenko’s work,
arguing against attempts to use his legacy to propagate hatred or disdain for values [17, ¢. 1-2].

O. Barvinskyi emphasized the absence of educational institutions that met the needs of Ukrainian
youth and the necessity of creating new institutions to address these needs. The deputy stressed
the right of Ukrainians to education in their native language, considering the lack of such institutions
a significant shortcoming in the education system. He also highlighted the need for financial support
for the Ukrainian girls’ school, which had already been established through private initiatives,
and expressed hope for a positive resolution on this matter [18, c. 1-2].

O. Barvinskyi emphasized the urgent need to establish a Ukrainian gymnasium in Stanislaviv
for several important reasons. First, he noted that there was a sufficient number of Ukrainian students
to justify the necessity of opening such an educational institution. Second, he pointed to the need for
an intellectual elite that could supply various sectors of public life with highly qualified professionals.
Third, he underscored plans for the creation of a theological seminary and the need to prepare future
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priests. Additionally, Barvinskyi highlighted the logistical advantages of Stanislaviv, which would
contribute to the successful functioning of the gymnasium (the city was strategically located with
easy access to other regions thanks to the railway).

Barvinskyi also convincingly dismissed objections regarding the lack of teachers, noting
that there were opportunities to transfer teaching staff from other gymnasiums. He insisted on
the swift consideration of his proposal, emphasizing the importance of meeting the educational
needs of Ukrainian youth in their native language. Thus, Barvinskyi called for the prompt resolution
of the issue of establishing a Ukrainian gymnasium, considering its significance for the development
of education and culture within the Ukrainian community [19, c. 1-2].

Oleksandr Barvinskyi highlighted the inadequacy of secondary schools in Halychyna compared
to other regions. In some areas of Halychyna, such as Podillia or Sokal, there were no secondary
schools at all. The existing gymnasiums were overcrowded, necessitating their division into two or
three separate institutions (for instance, in Stanislaviv during the 1899/1900 academic year, there
were 568 students, and this number was increasing). This situation negatively impacted the quality
of education and upbringing, as the conditions were less favorable for both teachers and students.

In Stanislaviv, as the center of the Greek Catholic bishopric, there were plans to establish
a theological seminary. The insufficient number of candidates for the clergy necessitated the creation
of a Ukrainian gymnasium to prepare future priests. This initiative was actively supported by
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky [19, c. 1-2].

The speeches of Oleksandr Barvinskyi illustrate the significant social, cultural, and political
differences between the Polish and Ukrainian communities in Halychyna at the beginning of the 20th
century. They reflect the Ukrainians’ sense of inadequate attention and support for their interests
and needs by the Polish elite, despite previous promises and agreements. This situation highlights
the urgent need for mutual support and respect between different national and cultural groups to
build a harmonious and just society. Barvinskyi emphasized the importance of fair treatment
and equal representation, which are necessary conditions for social stability and the development
of a multicultural region. His speeches serve as a valuable source for studying interethnic relations
in Halychyna and indicate the necessity of an inclusive approach in policy-making to ensure social
harmony [20, c. 1-2].

Conclusions. Oleksandr Barvinskyi played a pivotal role in the formation and development
of Ukrainian education in Halychyna. His speeches in the Galician Sejm reflect a deep awareness
of the educational and cultural issues facing Ukrainians and his efforts to address these issues.
Barvinskyi’s speeches indicate significant political struggle for the educational rights of Ukrainians.
This struggle occurred against the backdrop of political pressure and resistance from Polish politicians
who dominated the Galician Sejm. Barvinskyi consistently argued for the necessity of developing
Ukrainian education, using facts and statistics to support his positions. Barvinskyi emphasized
the importance of cultural and linguistic aspects in education. He underscored that the education
of Ukrainians should be based on their native language and culture, which is crucial for preserving
national identity. Barvinskyi’s speeches had a significant impact on public opinion and political
decisions regarding the development of Ukrainian education. They contributed to raising awareness
about educational problems and the need to address them, ultimately leading to improved educational
conditions for Ukrainians in Halychyna.

Therefore, the speeches of Oleksandr Barvinskyi in the Galician Sejm are an important source
for studying the development of education for Ukrainians at the end of the 19th and the beginning
of the 20th century, reflecting key aspects of the political, cultural, and social struggle for educational
rights.
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