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INTERCONFESSIONAL PRAYER PRACTICES IN UKRAINE AMID SOCIO-POLITICAL
CRISES (2014-2024)

Abstract. The article examines the development of interconfessional prayer practices in Ukraine during
the socio-political crises of 2014-2024. It aims to determine how the forms, content, and public functions
of joint prayer changed during the Revolution of Dignity, the early stage of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and Russia s full-scale invasion. Methodology. The study applies historical-comparative,
chronological, and analytical methods. Its source base comprises scholarly publications, documents and reports
issued by religious organizations, and materials concerning public prayer initiatives. The article distinguishes
interconfessional prayer involving Christian denominations from interreligious events and online services
conducted by individual Churches. Scientific novelty. For the first time, interconfessional prayer practices
in Ukraine are examined across three successive periods of crisis as a continuous yet changing phenomenon.
1t is established that, during the Revolution of Dignity, joint prayer became a public expression of solidarity,
pastoral support, and opposition to violence. In 2019-2021, cooperation among religious communities became
more regular, while pandemic restrictions encouraged the use of digital communication tools. After February
2022, public prayer focused primarily on protecting civilians, supporting Ukraine’s defenders and people
affected by the war, and commemorating those who had died. Conclusions. Interconfessional prayer created
a shared public space in which religious communities could respond collectively to national crises while
preserving their identities. It promoted practical cooperation without eliminating doctrinal and institutional
differences. Further research should focus on regional prayer initiatives and the personal experiences of clergy
and lay participants.

Key words: COVID- 19 pandemic, interconfessional cooperation, prayer practices, Revolution of Dignity,
Russian-Ukrainian war, Ukraine.

MI)XKOH®ECIMHI MOJJUTOBHI MPAKTUKH B YKPATHI B YMOBAX
CYCHIJIBHO-ITIOJITUYHHUX KPU3 (2014-2024 PP.)

Anomauia. Y cmammi 00CHioNCEHO PO3GUMOK MINCKOHDECTIHUX MOTUMOGHUX NPAKMUK 6 YKpaini @
ymosax cycninoHo-noximuynux kpuz 2014-2024 pp. Mema cmammi nonseae y 3’acy@anni 3min y gopmax,
amicmi ma CcycninbHux QyHxyisx cnintoroi moaumeu nio yac Pesonoyii cionocmi, nowamkoso2o emany
pociticoko-ykpaincvkoi gitinu, nanoemii COVID-19 ma nosnomacumadnozo emoperenus pgh. Memooonozis.
Y 0ocnioacenni sacmocosano icmopuxo-nopieHsanbHUL, XPOHONOSTYHUTI MA AHANTMUYHUL MEMOoOU. /[icepensbHy
OCHO8Y CMAHOGIAMb HAYKOSI nyonixayii, 0OKyMeHmu 1 NoGiOOMAEHHSA PenieiliHuX opeaHizayit, a maxoic
Mamepiany npo nyoOniuni MOIUMOSHI IHiyiamueu. Y cmammi po3MedNco8aHo MIdNCKOHPECIlHY MOIUmEy
3a yHacmio npeocmasHUKi6 XpUCMUSHCbKUX KOH@ecCTl, MidcpeniitiHi 3axo0u mda OHLAH-O020CTYIHCIHHS,
opeanizosani oxpemumu Llepkeamu. Hayxoea nosusna. Ynepuie MidfCKOHEeCiliHi MOTUMOBHI HPAKMUKU
6 Ykpaini pozenamnymo 6 medcax mpbox NOCAiOO8HUX KPU308UX Nepiodie AK yinicne asuuje, wo 30epieano
msaznicmy i 600HOUAC 3A3HABAN0 MpaHchopmayiu. Yemanoeneno, wo nio yac Pesonioyii eionocmi cninbHa
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MOUMBA CcMana NyoORYHUM BUABOM CONIOAPHOCMI, HOPMOI0 OVUNACIMUPCLKOL NIOMPUMKU MA NPOMUOil
Hacunocmsy. ¥ 2019—-2021 pp. cnisnpays penieitinux epomao Habyna pe2yiapHiuo2o Xxapaxkmepy, a KapanmuHHi
0OMENCEHNST CNPUSIIU BUKOPUCIAHKIO Yu@posux 3acobie komyuixayii. Ilicis momozco 2022 p. y nyoniunux
MOTUMBAX 0COONUB020 3HAUEHHS HAOYIU 3AXUCH YUBLILHO2O HACENeHHs, NIOMPUMKA 30XUCHUKIE YKpainu
ma nocmpax)coanux 6i0 GitiHu, a maxoxc ywianysanusi 3aeubnux. Bucnoexu. Mixckongeciiina monumesa
CMBOPI06ANA CRIIbHULL NYONIYHULL NPOCMIP, V SAKOMY Peniciiuti 2poMaou MO2iu KOLEKMUSHO peazysamu Ha
3a2a1bHOHAYIOHANIbHI Kpu3su, 30epieaiodu 61acky i0eHmuyHicmos. Bona cnpusia npaxkmuynii cnienpayi, He
ycysaroyu OOKMPUHANbHUX MA THCIMUmyyiunux posbixcHocmei. IlepcnekmusHum HAnpamMom NOOANLUAUX
0ocnidxcelb € GUBHEHHSL Pe2iOHANTbHUX MOAUMOBHUX IHIYIAmMUE ma 0cooucmozo 00ceioy 0yXo08eHCmea i MUpsiH.

Knrouoei cnosa: misxickongbecitina cnisnpays, morumogui npaxmuxu, nandemis COVID-19, Pegonioyis
2i0HOCmI, pociticbko-yKpaitcvka 6ilina, Yxpaiuna.

Problem Statement. During the Revolution of Dignity, clergy prayed on the Maidan stage and
in the space between protesters and security forces. During the COVID-19 pandemic, prayer reached
people confined to their homes through broadcasts and online platforms. After Russia’s full-scale
invasion, religious leaders gathered at St Sophia Cathedral while Kyiv was under attack [1; 9; 15].
Although these crises differed in their causes and consequences, each raised the same question: how
could religious communities pray together in response to a national crisis while preserving their
distinct confessional identities?

Interconfessional prayer provides an important perspective from which to examine the changing
public role of religion in contemporary Ukrainian history. Its participants, locations, forms, and
intentions changed in response to political violence, restrictions on public gatherings, and war. At the
same time, participation in a common prayer event did not necessarily indicate doctrinal agreement,
liturgical unity, or the resolution of disputes concerning Church jurisdiction. It is therefore necessary
to distinguish practical cooperation in times of crisis from institutional or theological rapprochement.

The religious dimension of the Revolution of Dignity is documented in the collective volume
«Maidan and the Church», while Viktoriia Chubarko’s interview-based research and Anatolii
Denysenko’s study examine the participation of Churches and clergy in the Maidan protests [1; 2;
4]. The development of military chaplaincy and the pastoral activities of clergy during the Russian-
Ukrainian war have also received scholarly attention [5]. Documents and reports published by the
Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations, individual Churches, and organisers of
national prayer initiatives provide evidence of institutional cooperation, digital adaptation during the
pandemic, and public prayer gatherings after February 2022 [7; 9—17]. These publications describe
particular events and forms of religious engagement; however, the transformation of interconfessional
prayer practices across the successive crises of 2014-2024 has not yet been examined as a continuous
historical process.

The source base of the study comprises scholarly publications, documents and official
statements issued by religious organisations. The research employs chronological, historical-
comparative, and analytical methods. The chronological method makes it possible to trace changes in
prayer practices during three successive periods, while the historical-comparative method is used to
identify their persistent and changing features. Source criticism is applied to distinguish documented
interconfessional prayer from interreligious events, statements calling for prayer, and broadcasts of
services conducted by a single Church.

The purpose of the article. 1s to examine the transformation of interconfessional prayer practices
in Ukraine during the socio-political crises of 2014-2024 and to identify changes in their forms,
participants, content, and public functions. The study also seeks to determine how joint prayer
contributed to practical cooperation among religious communities without eliminating their doctrinal
and institutional differences.
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1. Interconfessional Prayer during the Revolution of Dignity and the Early Stage of the
Russian-Ukrainian War 2014-2018

The Revolution of Dignity changed the public role of interconfessional prayer in Ukraine. During
the Euromaidan protests, joint prayer moved beyond churches and formal ecumenical meetings into
the centre of civic resistance. It offered pastoral support, expressed solidarity and helped participants
respond to violence without abandoning the non-violent character of the protest.

After the violent dispersal of student protesters on the night of 30 November 2013, St Michael’s
Golden-Domed Monastery sheltered people fleeing the police. Its bells alerted the city and became a
symbol of the Church’s response to the violence. Clergy from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Kyiv Patriarchate, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant
communities, as well as individual clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, subsequently joined
prayers on the Maidan. Their participation brought different Christian traditions into a shared public
space without removing their confessional differences [1, p. 73—101].

Prayer soon acquired a regular rhythm and a physical setting. A prayer tent and chapel provided
space for worship and pastoral conversations, while clergy also assisted the injured and supplied
protesters with food and medicine [1, p. 172—-198; 2]. After the attempted dispersal of the Maidan
on 10—11 December 2013, the «Night Watch» became another recurring practice. Clergy led prayers
from the main stage, sang the national anthem with protesters and offered words of encouragement
through the night [3]. Prayer thus served both religious and civic purposes: it sustained those present
and reinforced appeals to refrain from violence.

The position of priests and monks between protesters and security forces made this role
particularly visible. By praying in the space separating the two sides, they appealed against further
bloodshed and acted as mediators. Later, representatives of different Churches joined memorial
prayers for those killed during the protests. These gatherings connected religious mourning with
public remembrance of the Heavenly Hundred [2; 4, p. 6—11].

Such cooperation had limits. Participation in a common event did not imply shared liturgy or
doctrinal agreement. Clergy could pray according to their own traditions or use widely recognised
Christian texts, such as the Lord’s Prayer. Moreover, gatherings that included Jewish or Muslim
representatives should be described as interreligious, rather than solely ecumenical. Distinguishing
these forms of participation is necessary to understand who prayed together and on what terms.

Russia’s occupation of Crimea and the beginning of the war in Donbas in 2014 changed the
intentions and locations of public prayer. Alongside appeals for peace, religious communities prayed
for Ukraine’s territorial integrity, service personnel, displaced people, the wounded and families of
the deceased. Prayer became part of commemorative events and support for people affected by the
war. Military chaplains from different Christian traditions also responded to shared pastoral needs,
combining prayer with assistance to soldiers, the wounded and their families [5, p. 28-56].

The practices associated with the Maidan continued in regional settings. For example,
representatives of several Christian denominations took part in a citywide ecumenical prayer in Lviv
in April 2017 [6]. Such events show how an initially urgent response to protest and violence became
a more regular form of public cooperation.

Between 2014 and 2018, interconfessional prayer therefore developed from immediate solidarity
on the Maidan into a practice of wartime support and remembrance. It did not settle differences
among the Churches. Its significance was that religious communities could act together in public
while retaining their distinct identities.

2. Institutionalization and Digital Transformation of Interconfessional Prayer Practices
2019-2021

By 2019, interconfessional prayer in Ukraine was no longer associated primarily with the
exceptional circumstances of the Revolution of Dignity. It had become part of recurring public events
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and the work of established platforms for cooperation. This did not mean that interconfessional
institutions emerged only in 2019: the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations
(UCCRO), for example, had existed since 1996. Rather, practices that had gained particular visibility
during the Maidan and the early years of the war were increasingly incorporated into regular forms
of public religious life [7].

The 2019 presidential election illustrates the relationship between prayer and this broader
institutional cooperation. In its statement of 26 March, the UCCRO urged citizens to approach their
electoral choice responsibly and to accompany it with prayer. The appeal did not endorse a candidate;
it presented prayer as a response to a potentially divisive political moment. For the purposes of this
study, however, a distinction is necessary: a joint statement calling for prayer demonstrates coordinated
action by religious leaders, but it is not itself evidence that believers of different denominations
prayed together at a particular event [8].

The COVID-19 pandemic changed both the conditions of public prayer and the means of
interconfessional communication. Restrictions on gatherings made the Maidan-era model of a large
shared physical space difficult to reproduce. On 26 March 2020, the UCCRO Secretariat met by
videoconference to discuss worship during quarantine, the forthcoming Christian Easter celebrations
and the Jewish Passover. Its report also recorded a general day of prayer and fasting for Ukraine
initiated by the Council on 25 March [9].

At the same time, individual Churches expanded livestreamed services and home prayer. In
March 2020, the head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church explained that believers remaining at
home could join their Church’s prayer through a live broadcast. His April pastoral message likewise
described online transmission as a way for clergy to maintain contact with people isolated by quarantine
[10; 11]. Such broadcasts changed access to prayer, allowing people to follow services without being
physically present. They should not, however, be counted as interconfessional initiatives merely
because an online audience was potentially open to everyone.

The annual prayer for peace and the blessing of Ukraine on Independence Day provides a clearer
example of the intersection of institutional continuity and digital transmission. On 24 August 2020,
leaders of communities represented in the UCCRO offered prayers near St Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv
in the presence of state representatives. The event was broadcast live, enabling people outside the
venue to follow it during the pandemic. Its significance lay not in the creation of an entirely new form
of prayer, but in the adaptation of an established public ceremony to conditions that limited physical
participation [12].

Digital access nevertheless had religious limits. In December 2020, the head of the UGCC stressed
that online communication could not permanently replace embodied church life or the administration
of the sacraments. Although this was the position of one Church rather than a joint interconfessional
declaration, it identifies an important distinction for analysing the period: livestreaming could extend
the reach of prayer, but it did not make online viewing equivalent to every form of participation in
worship [13].

By 2021, established structures of cooperation continued to operate alongside these adapted
forms of public prayer. At its twenty-fifth-anniversary meeting, the UCCRO emphasised equality
among its members, respect for their distinct identities and agreement on matters of common concern
[7]. The evidence from 2019-2021 therefore points to two connected but unequal developments.
Interconfessional cooperation retained a stable organisational framework, while prayer and religious
communication became more accessible through broadcasts and online platforms.

3. Interconfessional Prayer during Russia’s Full-Scale Invasion 2022-2024

Russia’s full-scale invasion on 24 February 2022 changed the purpose and urgency of public
prayer in Ukraine. Appeals for peace, already familiar from the preceding years of war, now took
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place amid attacks on cities, mass displacement and the immediate threat to the state’s survival.
Religious communities used both established interconfessional networks and public prayer events
to express support for civilians and defenders of Ukraine. The change is especially visible when
comparing two gatherings at St Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv: one held before the invasion and the other
during its first week.

On 16 February 2022, the UCCRO organised a prayer at St Sophia Cathedral on Ukraine’s
Day of Unity. Orthodox, Greek Catholic, Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders offered prayers
or blessings alongside Jewish and Muslim representatives. The participants appealed for Ukraine’s
protection against a possible Russian attack [14]. The event demonstrates that the infrastructure for a
collective religious response was already in place before 24 February; it was not created by the full-
scale invasion.

On 2 March 2022, while Kyiv was under attack, the UCCRO convened another prayer at
St Sophia Cathedral. This time, the petitions named cities being bombarded, called for an end to the
bloodshed and asked for strength for Ukraine’s military and civilian defenders. Representatives of
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church,
Protestant Churches, the Armenian Apostolic Church took part, as did a Muslim religious leader [15].
Because this gathering included a Muslim leader, it was interreligious as well as interconfessional.

The two St Sophia prayers also show a change in the language of public religious solidarity.
Before the invasion, participants asked for protection against an anticipated attack; after it began,
they identified the aggressor, prayed for places already under bombardment and linked the defence
of civilians with the defence of Ukraine’s sovereignty [14; 15]. The historical significance of the
March gathering lies partly in its location. Holding a public prayer in a national religious and cultural
landmark, despite the danger to Kyiv, made the event a visible affirmation that the country’s religious
communities would continue to act in public during wartime.

Other forms of joint prayer developed alongside events organised by the UCCRO. The organisers
of the National Day of Prayer for Ukraine record gatherings in 2023 and 2024, including an event at
Kyiv’s Palace of Sports on 22 June 2024 [16]. These gatherings should be distinguished from UCCRO
initiatives: they had their own organising structures and histories. Considered together, however, they
illustrate that prayer for Ukraine was expressed through more than one network and was not confined
to a single annual state ceremony.

The National Prayer Breakfast of 29 June 2024 offers a further example of the widening public
setting for prayer. According to the Office of the President of Ukraine, it brought together 836
participants from fifteen countries, including representatives of twelve denominations [17]. Unlike
a prayer service, a breakfast combines prayer with speeches and public encounters; its significance
for this study is the opportunity it provided for religious leaders and public officials to gather around
the needs of a country at war. It should therefore be analysed as a distinct format, not treated as
interchangeable with the services at St Sophia Cathedral.

During 2022-2024, the subjects of public prayer increasingly reflected the prolonged
consequences of war: protection for service personnel and civilians, support for the wounded and
displaced, and remembrance of those killed. Yet the available records do not establish that every
denomination participated equally in every initiative, nor that shared prayer removed differences
over Church affiliation, political positions or worship. The evidence points instead to a form of
practical cooperation: religious leaders could pray in the same public space, sometimes in their own
traditions, while retaining distinct institutional identities. Compared with the spontaneous solidarity
of the Maidan, wartime prayer relied more visibly on established organisations and recurring events.
Its principal new feature was the explicit connection of public religious appeals with the defence of
Ukraine amid an ongoing full-scale invasion [14—17].
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Conclusions. Between 2014 and 2024, interconfessional prayer in Ukraine developed from
a visible form of solidarity during the Revolution of Dignity into a recurring practice of public
cooperation. During the early years of the Russian-Ukrainian war, it accompanied support for service
personnel and the commemoration of those killed. The COVID-19 pandemic prompted organisers to
adapt prayer events and communication to digital formats, while Russia’s full-scale invasion gave
public prayer renewed urgency as religious communities appealed for the protection of civilians and
defenders of Ukraine. The evidence shows continuity in the willingness of different Churches to act
together, but also variation in who participated and how each event was organised. Shared prayer did
not remove doctrinal or institutional disagreements. Its historical significance lies in creating a space
for cooperation while participants retained their confessional identities.

Use of Artificial Intelligence. No artificial intelligence tools were used in the preparation of
this article.
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