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FEATURES OF THE ELECTIVE COURSE “FOUNDATIONS OF INFORMATION
CULTURE” IN BACHELORS’ EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
PROGRAM “SECONDARY EDUCATION (THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE)”

In the context of integration of the Ukrainian education into the European educational space future
teachers’ information culture as a phenomenon, as well as the search and testing of the effective ways of its
formation, remain to be topical issues for pedagogical theory and practice. The content, forms and methods of
realization of the author’s technology of information culture formation are reflected in the course “Foundations
of information culture”. The elective is a component of bachelors’ educational and professional training
program “Secondary Education (The English Language and Literature)” at TNPU. Along with other
components, the course promotes the formation of integral competency, a number of general and professional
competencies, and also reaching certain program learning outcomes of professional training. The purpose of the
article is to analyze and disseminate the experience of teaching an elective course, which aims to form the basis
of information culture of future teachers of foreign languages, and outline the prospects for its use in
corresponding future educational and professional training programs. The article discusses “the past” of the
course, analyzes the first curriculum, thematic content, changes in study programs which have been made up to
present. The paper also discusses “the present” of the elective, and outlines prospects as for teaching it in the
future.

Keywords: information culture, an elective course, professional training of would-be foreign languages
teachers.

AHATOJIIN KJIMMEHKO

KaHJMUJAT NeJarorivHuX HayK, JOIEHT
TepHONINBCHKUN HAIIOHATBHAN TTEAaTOTI9HAN
yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Bomonumupa I'HaTtroka
Byn. Makcuma Kpusonoca. 2, M. TepHominp

OCOBJIMBOCTI EJIEKTUBHOI'O KYPCY «OCHOBU IHOOPMALIITHOT
KYJbTYPH» B OII MIATOTOBKHN BAKAJIABPIB «CEPEJHSI OCBITA
(AHTJIIFICBKA MOBA I JTITEPATYPA)»

Posensnymo npobdnemy ingpopmayitinoi Kyniemypu ManioymHs020 4umens, d MaKoic NOuLyKy i anpooayii
eexmusHUX WIAXi8 i PopMySaHHs, W0 0CODIUBO AKMYANLHO ) KOHMEKCMI NpacHeHb inmeepayii YKpaincokol
ocgimu 00 €8poNelicLK020 0C8imHb020 npocmopy. Egexmusnum 3acobom @opmyeannsn inghopmayiunoi
KYAbMYpU MAuOYmuix yuumenie iHO3eMHUX MO8 GUSHAYEHO pO3poOaIeHUll agmopom enekmusnull Kypc “Ochogu
inghopmayiunoi kyremypu”. Y exazanomy Kypci 6ido6pasiceno 3micm, hopmu i memoou peanizayii agmopcukoi
mexnonoeii  ghopmyeanns ingopmayitinoi kyremypu. Bin 6xooumv 00 nepeniKy KOMNOHEHM OCEImHbO-
npogecitnoi npoepamu niocomosku oarxanraepie «Cepedus oceima (Aweniviceka mosa i Jimepamypa)y y
TepHoninbcbkoMy HAYIOHATLHOMY neda2o2iunomMy yuieepcumemi imeni Bonooumupa ['namrioxa. Busnaueno
npozpamui pesynbmamu i KOMHEmeHmHoCcmi, QOpMySanna AKUX, pa3om 3 THUUMU KOMNOHEHMAaMu 6Ka3aHoi
0c8imHbo-npoghecilinoi npoepamu, 3abesneuye euguenHs oucyuniinu. Ilpoananizosano i y3aeanvHeHo 00C8I0
BUKNIAOAHHA KYPCY Ol QOPMYBANHA OCHO8 THGHOPMAYIiHOT KyIbmypu MAuOymHuix yuumenie iHoO3eMHUX MO8 md
OKpeciieHo nepcnekmugl 1020 GUKOPUCIIAHHA Y MAUOYMHIX OCGIMHbO-NPOPECiliHuUX NPOcpamax nio20mosKu
3000ys8auie suwoi oceimu. Hageoeno npuxinad mecm-aHkemu K e1emeHma OideHOCMUKU PIGHS chopmMo8aHocmi
iH(hopmayiuinol Kynemypu cmyOeHma, aHAli3yiomsCcs Nnepuil HA8YAlbHi, poboui npozpamu, memamuyte

Hayxosi 3amucku. Cepist: nenarorika. — 2021 — Ne 1. 209



BUBYAEMO JOCBIJ

HANOBHEHHS, 3MIHU Y NPOSPAMAX 8NPOO0BIHC 4ACy BUKIAOAHHA oucyuniinu. IIpedcmasneno cneykypc 8 ymoeax
Cb0200EHHs1, 11020 POJlb Y NPOPEClHIll Ni020MOBYL MAUOYMHIX YUUMeNie IHO3EMHUX MO8.

Knrouosi cnosa: ingopmayitina Kyremypa, eiekmusHuil Kypc, Npogheciina niocomoska MauOymHix
yuumenie iHO3eMHUX MOB.

AHATOJIMU KJIMMEHKO

KaHIUAAT MearoTHIeCKUX HayK, JOICHT
TepHOMmoNbCKUI HALIMOHAIBHBIN MeJarornyeckKui
yHHUBepcuTeT uMeHu Brnagumupa ['HaTiOKa
yi. Makcuma KpuBonoca, 2, r. TepHOTIOJIb

OCOBEHHOCTH DJIEKTUBHOI'O KYPCA «OCHOBBI HTH®OPMAIIMOHHOM
KYJbTYPbI» B OIIII IOAI'OTOBKH BAKAJIABPOB «CPETHEE
OBPA3OBAHUE (AHI'VIMUCKHUMU A3BIK U JIMTEPATYPA)»

Paccmompena npobdnema ungopmayuonnoii Kynvmypul Oyoyujeeo yuumens, d makdice HOUCKA U
anpobayuu 3¢ppexmusnvix nymei ee opmMuposanus, ymo 0COOEHHO AKMYAIbHO 8 KOHMeKCme CmpemieHull
uHmezpayuu YKpauHcKko2o oOpazoeanus 6 esponelickoe obpasosamenvHoe npocmparcmeo. B kypce «Ocroswl
UHDOPMAYUOHHOU  KYIbMYPbLY OMPANCEHbL  COOepICcanue, @opmbl U Memoosbl pearu3ayuu  asmopcKoll
MexHoNIo2UU POPMUPOBAHUS UHGOPMAYUOHHOU Kyabmypel. ucyuniuna exooum 6 nepeueHv KOMHOHEHMOS
00pazoeamenbHO-NPOPECCUOHANLHOU — NPOSPaAMMbL  no02omosKku  bakanaspose «Cpednee  obpazosanue
(Anenutickuil s3vik u aumepamypa)» 6 TepHONoIbCKOM HAYUOHANbHOM Neda202UuiecKkOM YHUSEpCUmeme umeHu
Braoumupa ['namioka. Onpedenenvl npocpammuvie pe3yibmamsl U KOMNEMEHMHOCMU, @QOpMUposanue
KOMOpbIX, HAps0y ¢ Opyeumu KOMHOHEHMAMU YKA3AHHOU 00paA308ameibHO-NpopecCUOHATbHOU NPOSPAMMYL,
obecneuusaem uzyuenue oucyuniuuvl. Illpoananuzuposan u 06006wen onvim npenodasanus Kypca OJis
dopmuposanus 0cHO8 UHDOPMAYUOHHOU KYIbmYpPbl OVOYWUX Yyuumenel UHOCHPAHHBIX S3bIKO8 U ONpeOeleHbl
NepcneKmugbl €20 UCNOIb308AHUL 8 DYOYWUX 00paA308aMeNbHO-NPODECCUOHATLHBIX NPOSPAMMAX NOO20MOBKU
couckamerell 8biCULe2O 06pa306aHuﬂ. ﬂaH AHAIU3 nepevlx y‘t€6Hle, pa60tmx npoecpamm, memamuidecKkoco
HANOJIHEeHUA, UBMEHEeHULL 8 npoecpammax 6 mederHue e6pemeru npenoda@anuﬂ Kypca. Hpez)cmameﬂo «Hacmosuee»
cneyxypca, e2o poib 6 npohecCUoHAIbHOU NOO2OMOBKe OYOVIUUX YYumenei UHOCTPAHHBIX S3bIKOG.

Kniouesvie cnosa: ungopmayuonnas Kyibmypda, 371€KMUSHbIL KYPC, NPOGeccuonanbidas noo2omosKka
0yO0ywux yyumeinel UHOCMPAHHBIX A3bIKOS.

Transition to the society of information and digital technologies in Ukraine actualizes new
problems for the education system, among which training would-be teachers for information and
analytical work, as well as forming their information culture are of high priority. There is no easy
solution to this problem. It requires significant changes in teaching, necessitates the training of future
teachers of a new type with creative, critical thinking, innovative approach to solving modern
problems of the Ukrainian school. We are talking about obtaining a quality education based on the
integration of theoretical knowledge, skills, experience, relevant personal parameters — achieving a
high level of information culture. It is the formation of information culture of the future teacher that
will ensure his/her ability to identify, evaluate information resources in everyday life and professional
activities, rationally use information technology in solving problems, follow the rules of conduct in the
information and communication space. A particularly important role for future foreign language
teachers is played by information culture, as it promotes wide access to the systems of knowledge and
culture of Ukraine and foreign countries, the languages of which are studied and taught.

Along with the phenomenon of «information culture of a future teacher», the issue of its
effective formation remains topical [2; 5]. In the course of work on the dissertation research [3] we
have developed technology for the formation of information culture, the content, forms and methods
of implementation of which are reflected in the course «Fundamentals of Information Culture». For
over 10 years the elective has been taught at the Department of Foreign Languages at Ternopil
Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University.

The purpose of the article is to analyze and disseminate the experience of teaching an elective
course, which aims to form the basis of information culture of future teachers of foreign languages,
and outline the prospects for its use in corresponding future educational and professional training
programs.

The process of course design and development, later described in [4], included certain steps to
be taken by providing answers to the following questions:
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What is the learning environment? What educational tools and facilities are available?

Who is going to be taught? Where and when will the students study the course?

What do we want our students to learn?

What modules, topics are to be studied?

How will learners be assessed?

Let us discuss the steps mentioned in more details.

During the design and development of the course the following situation was typical of
educational institutions: lack of modern educational and methodological literature and experience as
for the formation of future teachers’ information culture, the use of traditional tools and techniques
could not provide the desired result. There were cases when a teacher, technically able to create a
presentation, for example, in MS Power Point, did not know about the possibilities of using this
technology in the classroom, didactic features of the organization of such projects, etc. The same
situation was with MS Excel, multimedia programs (the ability to play, record and edit audiovisual
materials), e-learning systems on CDs, and so on.

When a question about the best time for the course to be taught arose, the limited
experience of other universities at that time (2006-2008) demonstrated, that similar courses
were taught to graduates, which besides certain advantages, also had disadvantages, with the
main one lying in the fact that knowledge and skills obtained and formed within the course are
in demand considerably earlier. For this reason the elective was included into the study plan for
first-year students.

To know the target group of students better a study of their initial level of information culture
was carried out. A part of it was done in a form of a questionnaire, part of which is presented next.
Student’s questionnaire
Please, state your age y.0.; year of study
Complete the definition: Teacher’s information culture depends on:

1.

2.

3.

Name the components of information culture:

1.

2.

3.

Complete the definition: Level of information culture is

1.

2.

3.

What is the level of your information culture, in your opinion?

High

Medium

Low

What are the ways to promote the level of information culture, in your opinion?
1.

2.

3.

Can modern Ukrainian society be called information one?

Yes

No

Preparing for the classes, what information resources are the most important?
1.

2.

3.

What periodicals on the methods of teaching foreign languages do you know?
1.

2.

Hayxosi 3amucku. Cepist: nenarorika. — 2021 — Ne 1. 211



BUBYAEMO JOCBIJ

3.

Suggest your own definition to the term “information”

1.

2.

3.

Do you often have to work in a library?

Yes

No

Which books could you recommend to the students of your department to be used in their
future professional activity?

1.

2.

3.

Do you know how to use a computer?

Yes

No

What is the level of your computer skills?

High

Medium

Low

Do you use a computer in preparation for classes?

Yes

No

What computer programs do you use most often?

1.

2.

3.

List the most important computer programs that you think a modern foreign languages
teacher should be able to work with:

1.

2.

3.

Do you know how to work on the Internet?

Yes

No

What is the level of your Internet skills?

High

Medium

Low

What information do you search for most often on the Internet?

1.

2.

3.

Do you use automated information retrieval servers?

Yes

No

Name the characteristics of the information society:

1.

2.

3.

Diagnostics of the level of formation of information culture among students stated to its
low level. We see the reason in the little efficiency of traditional means of forming information
culture.

The following was kept in mind while working on the content of the elective:
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Teaching and learning are to be done in accordance with continuity and
interconnectedness of issues under discussion.

The theoretical, lecture part of the course “Foundations of Information Culture” includes
consideration of the problem of pedagogical content of the concept of “information culture”,
and aims to form students’ basic knowledge of this phenomenon and its structural components,
levels and means of formation.

The practical part of the course is focused on the formation of students’ basic skills and
abilities of “pedagogically reasonable” work with information and computer technologies. The
topics of seminars and practical classes include consideration and discussion of problems of
informatization of society, education, the content of the work of a modern teacher with a
computer.

Audiovisual programs and tools are extremely effective in learning languages, so the
teacher needs to have at least a basic understanding of the software for recording, editing and
playing audio and video formats of multimedia files.

Programs for creating multimedia presentations are also an important element of the work
of a modern teacher, primarily due to the ability to integrate audio and video materials into
documents and presentations. Relevant topics of the practical part of the course provide students
with mastering the basic techniques of preparing presentations.

In modern universities, the electronic library and the Intranet are an important source of
information for students, and therefore future teachers need to know the principles of the local
network and to be able to work with electronic versions of courses and manuals. Based on the
knowledge gained during the study of the university course of informatics in the field of
Internet work (acquaintance with the methods of navigation and information retrieval on the
Internet), in the practical part of the course students master the content of modern teachers’
work in WWW, as described in [1], in particular, retrieving and storing information for further
use in the educational process, methods of working with e-mail, translation on the Internet,
features of organization and operation of web forums, blogs, personal pages of teachers, work
with local history material on the Web, acquaintance with linguodidactic Internet resources, etc.

The objective of the elective set as forming the foundations of students’ information
culture, and the tasks of providing theoretical knowledge and practical skills having been put,
the curriculum was developed. Let us discuss certain aspects regarding it. The curriculum was
structured into 2 credits, which, in their turn, included 6 content modules. The content modules
were distributed in the following way:

e Content module 1. The essence of information, information processes in the context of the
professional activity of a modern teacher.

e Content module 2. The structure of the information culture of a teacher.

e Content module 3. Teacher’s work with information sources.

e Content module 4. Means of forming the information culture of a teacher.

e Content module 5. Application of information and communication technologies in professional
activity.

e Content module 6. Foundations of computer literacy.

The following topics of seminars and practical classes were to be covered within the elective:

1. Information culture in the modern system of teacher training.

2. The use of information technology in the training of teachers (second half of the twentieth
century).

3. PCs and modern operating systems.

4. Multimedia and office technologies in the context of preparation of didactic tools for use in the
educational process.

5. Technologies for scanning and processing text and graphic objects.
Intranet resources.
Internet Resources.
Work in a language laboratory.
Electronic study courses.
The following topics were to be covered independently within the elective:

AR SaE
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1. Studying educational material on the topics: “Information culture”, “Information technology in
education”.

2. Search for additional theoretical material on the topics: “Modern operating systems”,
“Multimedia and office technologies in the educational process of pedagogical higher education
institutions”.

3. Work with library catalogs and Internet resources.

The suggested assignments as individual tasks included the following:

Writing an email.

Creating personal web page.

Creating a Power Point presentation.

Writing a report.

Within all the years the course has been taught, we have become witnesses of rapid
development of technology, which, as in a chain reaction, caused the same process in all spheres of
life, including education. With the appearance of new gadgets, communication standards the whole
educational paradigm started to change. But this process is rather slow, and in order to catch up with
the advanced progress in technology, and digital natives, who present-day students actually are,
measures must be taken in all spheres and on all stages of education. As for the courses taught in
educational institutions, they have to be reviewed, and updated in accordance with the reality and
actual need of modern students.

The questionnaire and other instruments used at the beginning of the course demonstrate a
change in the level of information culture, being now closer to a medium level on average, and in
some cases medium or a little bit higher when it gets to purely technical skills. What the diagnostics
also shows is that the students lack knowledge and skills as for work with information, after they find
it. They also have little knowledge of how to use their ICT skills and knowledge for studying and
future work. And here is when the course “Foundations of Information Culture” should “give a hand”.
And so it does by regular updates in the study program, content, by enrolling new technologies into
teaching and learning practice, by changing accent more into students’ practical use of information
and digital skills in their studies and future professional activity. If compared to the first study
programs, the updated one now includes elements gradually changed and/or added within the last
decade. For instance, a look is given to mobile devices and applications for learning and teaching
English, and also shooting, editing videos. The course has been registered on Moodle LMS university
platform, providing access to the material to a student and teacher regardless of their location. The
latter is especially in demand in the context of quarantine, which in 2020 within weeks turned the
traditional face 2 face learning into distance one.

Nowadays the elective is a component of educational and professional program of bachelor’s
training at TNPU. Along with other components, the course promotes the formation of integral
competency, which is the ability of a person to solve complex specialized problems and practical
problems in education, in learning first foreign language and literature, a second foreign language,
using theories and methods of pedagogical science in modern conditions of organization of
educational process in educational institutions, a number of general and professional competencies,
and also reaching certain program learning outcomes of professional training. The general
competencies mentioned are the following:

e The ability to exercise their rights and responsibilities as members of society, to realize the
values of civil (free democratic) society and the need for its sustainable development, the rule of law,
human and civil rights in Ukraine.

e The ability to learn and continue learning with a significant degree of autonomy to master
modern knowledge.

e The ability to communicate in Ukrainian both orally and in writing.

e The ability to apply knowledge in practical situations of professional or educational activities.

e The ability of abstract thinking, analysis and synthesis.

e The ability to be critical and self-critical, generate new ideas, work in a team.

e The ability to use information and communication technologies in today’s rapidly-changing
conditions.

The professional competencies mentioned above are the following:

N
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e The ability to determine the main goals and objectives of the educational process and the
specifics of the activities of a foreign language teacher in the institutions of secondary education.

e The ability to conduct written and oral communication in a foreign language in different
registers, according to genre and style variants in order to solve communicative tasks.

e The ability to carry out information-analytical work in personal professional activity.

e The ability to plan, organize, carry out applied micro-research in the subject specialty,
systematize, analyze, interpret and present its results.

e The ability to do critical analysis, diagnostics and correction of personal pedagogical activity,
evaluation of pedagogical experience.

e The ability to manage their professional development in the field of learning and teaching
foreign languages.

The program learning outcomes are the following:

e Know and adhere to modern language standards in the state language, English and a second
foreign language, use different forms and types of communication in educational activities, choose
language tools according to the style, type of communication and language situation.

e Use information and communication technologies relevantly to solve complex specialized
problems and practical problems in professional activity.

e Possess the techniques and methods of information and analytical activities, in particular to
retrieve, organize, classify, systematize, critically analyze, interpret, refine and use information in their
own professional activities.

e (ritically evaluate their own teaching and professional research activities, develop and
implement an effective strategy for self-development and professional self-improvement.

Let us discuss the content of the present-day course curriculum in more details.

Certain topics, mostly of technical nature (structure of a typical computer, scanning and
processing texts and pictures, work in Intranet, work with e-mail, registering and developing a
personal website, etc.) were excluded from the plan. They are no longer needed to be studied, since, as
the introductory testing shows, the students come with the required knowledge and skills developed
previously. The elective is still taught to freshmen. There are now 3 ECTS credits and 3 content
modules offered to be studied. As for the modules and topics covered within the course, the
curriculum of 2020 suggests the following:

Module I. Information and information processes in the context of professional activity of a
modern foreign language teacher.

In the classroom, with the help of LMS tools and independently with further discussion in the
context of module I the following content is meant to be studied: Key terms and concepts of the course
(“information”, “culture”, “information culture”, “information activity”, etc.), the essence of
information processes, features of professional activity of a foreign language teacher.

Module 1. Teacher’s information culture.

In the classroom, with the help of LMS tools and independently with further discussion in the
context of module II the following content is meant to be studied:

The essence of information culture and its components, the concept and definition of the level
of formation of information culture, the means of forming information culture.

Module Ill. The work of a foreign language teacher with information sources and
information and communication technologies.

In the classroom, with the help of LMS tools and independently with further discussion in the
context of module III the following content is meant to be studied:

Work with information, ICT in professional activity; practical application of basic techniques of
working with information; The use of the latest ICT in educational activities.

The following lecture topics are to be covered within the elective:

1. Information and information processes in the context of professional activity of a modern
foreign language teacher.

2. The essence of teacher’s information culture and means of its formation.

3. Teacher’s work with information sources.

4. Modern foreign language teacher’s work on the Internet.

5. Multimedia technologies in the professional activity of a foreign language teacher.
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The following topics of seminars and practical classes are to be covered within the elective in

class and independently:

1.

Information and information processes in the context of professional activity of a modern

foreign language teacher. Key terms.

2.

Nownhkw

Information society. E-state.

E-education and its prospects.

Information culture of a teacher

Teacher’s work with information

Modern foreign language teacher’s work on the Internet

Multimedia technologies in the professional activity of a foreign language teacher

The suggested topics for individual tasks include the following:

Information and information processes in the context of the professional activity of a modern

foreign language teacher.

9 ¢ 9% ¢ 9% ¢

Key concepts and terms (“information”, “culture”, “information inequality”, “digital inequality”,

LN 99 ¢ LR NS

“information war”, “information hunger”, “culture”, “digitalization of society”, “informatization of
education”).

Information society vs Industrial society.

Information society. Signs, features, challenges.

E-state.

E-Education.

Teacher’s information culture.

Levels of formation and means of formation of the Teacher’s Information Culture.
Teacher's work with information.

Foreign language teacher’s work on the Internet

Foreign language teacher’s work in social networks Internet

Foreign language teacher’s work in Internet messengers

Foreign language teacher’s work with LMS platforms

Foreign language teacher’s work with multimedia technologies

Foreign language teacher’s work with videos and resources (Youtube, TEDx, Instagram,

shooting and editing videos)

In the process of studying the discipline “Foundations of Information Culture” the following

forms of assessment are used:

on-going assessment is carried out in the form of evaluation of the results of educational
activities of students in seminars and their performance of tasks of independent work;

module assessment is applied after studying the logically completed part of the discipline, and
consists of points accumulated during the study of each module;

final assessment, which is carried out in the form a test at the last seminar.

The assessment criteria for an individual task include:

Substantiation of the topic actuality.

Completeness in the disclosure of the topic.

Originality and provability of judgments.

Presentation of the material.

Compliance with the requirements for technical design.

The elective course “Foundations of Information culture” is not the only means to be used in

order to form a high(er) level of information culture, but it has been a successful attempt to do so
along with other subjects aimed at the development of general and professional competencies, and
preparing a student for the job market and life in the information society. Course results confirm this
statement. In our opinion, the elective will remain efficient for these purposes, as long as it moves with
the times and changes in accordance with the upcoming reality and requirements.

Among the perspectives of further research we suggest that improvement of students’ and

lecturers’ level of information culture, as well as new ways of its formation should be further
investigated.
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