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THE CHILD-CENTERED IDEAS OF S. BALEY IN COMPARISON WITH THE
SAME IDEAS OF OTHER SCHOLARS

The aim of the article is to present and analyze the child-centered ideas of the Central and Eastern
European scholar S. Baley. The scholar comprehensively researched a child, using his knowledge not only in
psychology and pedagogy but also in medicine as well. The article presents S. Baley's child-centered ideas i. e.:
he considered a child as a personality with his own interests, willing and fears, he regards the child using
psychology of a mature person; the scholar emphasizes on the adaptation of educational and teaching process to
the child's needs and interest; education of children should be based on their needs and interests, taking into
account intellectual and physical abilities as well as their individuality; the scholar emphasized on the
adaptation of teachers and educators for features of child's psyche. The article presents the comparison of ideas
and views of S. Baley with other famous scholars who regarded a child as a central object.
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MUXAMJIO IIOJIOJISIK

KaHIUAAT MeIaroriYHIX HAYK, TOIEHT

JIpBiBCHKUU HAIllOHAIBHUI YHIBEPCUTET BEeTepUHAPHOT
MeIuInuHU Ta 6ioTexHonoriil im. C. 3. I’kumpkoro

Byix. Ilexapceka 50, M. JIpBiB, Ykpaina

JAUTUHOUEHTPUYHI NOI'JIAAU CTEIIAHA BAJIEA Y ITIOPIBHSAHHI 3
TAKUMHU K NNOT'JIAAAMU THIIUX HAYKOBIIIB

Ipoananizosarno oumunoyenmpuuni ioei C. Banes, 6idomoeo nedazoza, ncuxonoea i @inocoga 6
Llenmpanvniii i Cxioniii €sponi, ma 0ano Ix nNopieHAHHS 3 OUMUHOYESHMPUYHUMY i0eaMU BIOOMUX YKPATHCOKUX
ma ceimosux Haykosyis. AxkmyanbHicmb pobOmMu NONALAE 8 MONCIUSOCMI NPAKMUYHO20 3ACMIOCYBAHHS
OUMUHOYSHMPUYHUX [0ell ma NPaKmUYyHUxX nopao 64eHo2o y npoyeci pedhopmy8anusi Cy4acHoi YKpaiHCbKoi
wkonu. 3006yewu tpynmoeny oceimy 6 Ianuuuni i 3a xopoowom, C. baneii npucesmue ceoe dcumms
00CIOJNCEHHIO Ma BUCBIMIEHHIO NPOoOaeM BUXO8AHMSA, HABYAHHA [ po3eumky Oimel. Humano noavcvkux ma
VKPAiHCLKUX HAYKOBYI 3aUMANUC OOCTIONCEHHAM 1020 HAYKOBOI CnaowjuHu, npome Hebazamvma 3 Hux Oyia
suceimiena mema OUMUHOYeHMPUYHUX idell uenoco. Llemmpanonum 006°ckmom 1020 OocaiodcenHs Oynu:
OumuHa i OUMUHCMB0, NPOYeC PO3BUMKY NCUXIKU OUMUHU, 8UXO8HUL enaug Ha dimetl i m. 0. C. baneil écebiuno
00CniodNCy8as OUMuUHy, GUKOPUCINOBYIOUU C80I 3HAHHA 3 NCUXO0N02il, nedazociku ma meouyunu. Buxiadeno
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noenaou C. Banes wooo dimell ma iXHb020 GUX0BAHHS 8 WIKOJI i CiM’i, opeaHizayil npoyecy HA8UAHHA 6 WKOII,
sadcaugocmi i NpakmuyHoi OisnbHOCmi euumens, NPAKMuyHi nopaou wooo YKIAOaHHsi WKiTbHOI npocpamu i
6UOOPY MeMamuKu YPOoKis, HA200ULY8A6 HA SUKIIOYEHH] 31 WKITbHOI npoepamu mux npeomemie, sKi He OyO0ymb
NOMPpIOHI YUHAM AK 4leHaMm CYchnitbemea 6 maibymuvomy. Haykoeeyv 6i03nauas easxciusy poiv wiKinbHO20
NCUXO0I02a Y WKOI, HAONOWYIOHU HA 11020 yuacmi y euxoeHomy npoyeci ma nasyanni yunis. C. Baneii égajicas
OUMUHy 0COOUCMICIMIO 3 GIACHUMU IHMepecamu, OadCaHHsMu i cmpaxamu, pos2isioas ii, 6UKOpUCMOSYoUU
neuxonozito 3pinoi moounu. Buenuti nazonowtysas na adanmayii Has4yanvHo-6uxo8Ho20 npoyecy 0o nompeb ma
inmepecie Ooumunu, 00CniONCYBa8 NUMAHHA GMOMIOBAHOCII OUMUHU 6 WIKONI ma waaxu ii YHUKHeHHs,
BUXO0BAHHSI OUMUHU MA€E IPYHMyeamucsi Ha ii nompebax ma iHmepecax, epaxogylouu ii inmenekmyanoHi ma
@izuyni 30ibnocmi, a maxodc iHOUGidyanbHicmo, aKyeHmyeas yeazy Ha aoanmayii euumenie i nedazocie 00
ocobnugocmeti OumAYol NCUXIiKU, HaA2ONOUly8as Ha aoanmayii wKiibHo2o mamepiany 00 6iKy yuuig. s
Odocsienenns suwjezasnavenux yinei C. Baneil niokpecnioeag Ooemanvhe 6u4eHHs Ma OO0CHIONCEHHS KOJICHOT
oumuHu 6 Kiaci ma 6usHaweHHs il NCUXIYHUX O0COOnUGOCMEl, 3aNyYaAryU 00 YbO2O NPOYecy WIKIIbHO20
ncuxonoea. Ilpedcmasneno nopisuanvuuti ananiz ioeti ma noenadie C. banes 3 iHwumu gioomumu eueHuMu-
oumunoyenmpucmamu, 30kpema maxumu, sk 1. Cikopcokuti, O. Mysuuenxo, T. JIybeneys.

Kntouosi cnosa: oumunoyenmpusm, C. Baneil, euxogamnis, inOugioyanbHicms OUMUHY, HAGYATbHULL
npoyec, llonvwa, Ykpaiua.

MUXAWII TTIOAOJIAK

KaHAUAAT Ne1aroru4eckux HayK, JOIEHT

JIbBOBCKHUI HAllMOHAJBHBIA YHIBEPCUTET BETEPUHAPHOM
MeIUIMHBI U onorexHojorui um. C. 3. I'kunkoro

yi. Ilexapckas 50, r. JIbBoB, YKkpauHna

PEBEHKOLEHTPUYHBIE B3I'JIs1/1bl CTEIIAHA BAJIEAA B CPABHEHUMU C
TAKUMMH KE B3I'VIAJAMU JPYT'UX YUEHBIX

Lenv cmamvu 3axmovaemcs @ npedcmagienuu u aumanuse pebdenxoyenmpwiunvix uoeii C. Banes,
uzgecmnoz2o nedazoza, ncuxonoea u Quinocogpa 6 Llenmpanvnoi u Bocmounoi Eepone u cpasuenuu ux c
DEOEHKOYEHMPBIYHUMBL  UOESIMU  U3BECMHBIX VKPAUHCKUX U  MUPOBLIX YYeHblX. AxmyansHocmb  pabombl
3AKTIOYAEMCA 6 B03MONCHOCMU NPAKMUYECKO20 NPUMEHEHUs pPeOeHKOYeHMPbIYHbIX Uoell U NpaKmuyecKux
co8emog yueHozo 8 npoyecce pehOpMUPOBAHUA COBPEMEHHOU YKpauHcKol wikonsl. Ilonyuue xopouiee
obpaszosanue 6 anuyune u 3a pybescom, C. Baneii noceamun ceow HCU3Hb UCCIEO08AHUIO U OCEEUJEHUIO
npobnem eocnumanus, obyueHus u pasgumus Oemeil. MHO20 NOALCKUX U YKPAUHCKUX VHEHbIX 3AHUMATUCD
UCCIe008aHUEM €20 HaYYHO20 HACAeOUsl, 0OHAKO HEMHO2UMU U3 HUX ObLIA 0C8eujeHa mema peOeHKOYEeHMPbIYHbIX
uoetl yuernozco. Llenmpansrnoiv ob6vekmom e2o ucciedosanus ObLiu pebeHoK U 0emcmeo, npoyecc pazeumulsi
ncuxuku pebenka, socnumamenvHoe 6o3deticmeue Ha Odemeii u m. 0. C. Baneii écecmoponne uccrnedosan
pebenka, ucnonb3ysa c8ou 3HAHUA He MObKO 8 NCUX0A02UU U nedazocuxe, HO u 6 meduyune. Hznoocensl udeu
C. Banes 6 omuouieHuu Oemell U Ux 60CNUMAHUS 8 WIKOIE U ceMbe; OP2aHu3ayuu npoyecca o0y4eHus 8 wKoie;
BAXNCHOCIU U NPAKMUYECKOU OesAMeNbHOCU YYUmes;, NpaKmudecKue coemvl N0 3aKMHOYEHUIO UWKONbHOU
npoepammyl U 86100pa MeMAmMuKy YPoKos, ommedan UCKIIOYeHUU U3 UKOIbHOU NpOSpamMmyvl mex npeomemos,
KOmopble He NompeobyIomcs yHeHUKam, Kax uieHam obuecmea @ 6yoyuem. Yuenviil noouepkusan 8ajicHylo pois
WKONILHO20 NCUX0N02a 6 WKOE, NOOYEPKUBAs €20 YHACMUs 6 B0CHUMAMENbHOM npoyecce U 00YYeHUuU Y4 auuxcsl.
C. baneii cuuman pebenka TUYHOCHbBIO ¢ COOCMBEHHBIMU UHIMEPECAMU, JHCENAHUAMU U CMpaxamu; pebeHKa oH
paccmampusaem UCnOAb3YS NCUXONO02UIO 3Peo20 HeNo8eKd; UCCIe008amenb ommedaem aoanmayuu y4ebHo-
B80CHUMAMENLHO20 Npoyecca K NOMpeOHOCMAM U UHmepecam pebeHKa, ucciedosai 80Npoc YMOMAAEMOCHU
pebenka 6 wikone u nymu ee usbedxicanue; 80cnumanue pedeHKa 00IAHCHO OCHOBLIBANbCA HA €20 NOMPeOHOCMAX
U UHmMepecax, y4umuleas e20 uHmeNNeKmyanvbHvle u guzuyeckue cHOCOOHOCMU, a MaKdce UHOUGUOYATbHOCb,
VYenvlil akyeHmuposan HUMAanue Ha adanmayuu yyumenell u nedazoe08 K 0COOeHHOCMAMU OeMCKOU NCUXUKU,
aKYyeHmupoean GHUMAHUe HA AOanmayuu WKOAbHO20 Mamepuana 603pacmy yuawuxcs. [na 0ocmudiceHus
sviuteykasannvix yeneii C. Baneil akyenmuposan Ha 0emanbHOM U3y4eHuu U ucciedo8anuu Kajicoozo pebenka 8
Kuacce u onpeoeieHue e2o0 NCUXU4eCKux 0coOeHHOCmell, NPUSIeKas K 9MomMy NpoYeccy WKOAbHO20 NCUXO0N02A.
Jlan  cpasnumenvhulil  ananuz uoeti u @3ens1006  C. bBanes ¢ Opyeumu  uzeecmuvlMu - yUeHwbIMU-
pebenkoyeHmpuicmaml, 8 yacmuHocmu maxkumu, kax M. Cuxopckuii, A. Mysviuenxo, T. Jlybeney.

Kniwoueesvie cnosa: pebenrxoyenmpoism, C. Baneil, éocnumanue unousudyaibhocmu peOeHkd, yueOHblil
npoyecc, Ilonvwa, Ykpauna.

The end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century is characterized by the formation and
development of the Child-centered approach in pedagogics. This notion presupposes that a child is the
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central element of the educational-teaching process. All materials, methods, and activities are created
and adapted to the child's interests, needs, and demands according to this approach all. The main
element of the child-centered approach is the pedagogics that comes from a child. Education and
learning process should not be conducted on the basis of already prepared and set school syllabuses,
schedules, manuals, books, and rules. They should be oriented to the child's interests and needs. Child-
centered ideas presuppose that the organization of educational process in a school should be conducted
in such a way that the personality of a child could have the greatest possibility to show itself through
games, talks, quizzes etc.

Child-centered ideas are present in pedagogical ideas and scientific publications of O. Decroly,
J. Dewey, J.-J. Rousseau etc. The approach was presented in Ukraine by such famous pedagogues as:
I. Sikorsky, T. Lubenets, O. Muzychenko etc as well. The child-centered approach is shown in
publications and research activities of the Ukrainian and Polish scholar, pedagogue, psychologist
S.Baley. His child-centered ideas were researched by the following Ukrainian scholars:
0. Honcharenko, Yu. Vintiuk, M. Vernykov, A. latyshchuk, N. Fanenshtel, and others. The great
contribution towards the research of child-centered ideas of the scholar was done by O. Kvas in her
monograph concerning the history of child-centered ideas.

The novelty and the actuality of the article lie in the research and publication of S. Baley's child-
centered ideas that can be widely used nowadays, especially in the current process of the schooling
system reforming. His ideas concerning the personal approach of the learning process, the personality
of a teacher and a school psychologist, table of child psyche development, the organization of lessons
conducting etc. can be widely used nowadays.

S. Baley was born on February 4th, 1885 in the village Velyki Birky, in Ternopil region,
Ukraine. Having finished his study in elementary school, he continued in Ternopil gymnasium, where
he obtained a maturity certificate. Then he studied psychology and philosophy at Lviv University. He
was one of the best students of Professor K. Twardowski. Having graduated the University, he began
to work as a teacher of logic and elementary psychology in Ukrainian gymnasia in Lviv, Ternopil, and
Przemysl. S. Baley got a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Lviv University in 1911 under the scientific
supervision of K. Twardowski. He was awarded a scholarship from the Austrian Ministry of Education
aimed at further education of scientists in 1912. Thus, he left Lviv and headed for Germany and then
France and Austria [11].

Upon his returning to Ukraine, the professor actively worked in different scholarly circles, such
as: Polish Philosophy Community in Lviv, T. Shevchenko’s Scientific Circle, Lviv Institute of Normal
and Pathological Psychology (1921-1928). He worked as a lecturer in Ukrainian Secret University
(1922-1924) in Lviv as well. He began to work at the Department of Psychology of Education at
Warsaw University in 1927. S. Baley was a director of the Institute of Psychology of Education of
Warsaw University, State Teacher’s Institute, Pedagogical Institute of Polish Teachers Union etc. S.
Baley was a member of Warsaw Philosophy Community, Warsaw Scientific Community, Head of the
Committee of Pedagogical Scientific Community. He was a member of Polish Academy of Sciences,
awarded the Order of the Rebirth of Poland [10].

S. Baley wrote a decent number of scholarly works on philosophy, pedagogy and psychology,
including: “Osobowosc” in 1939, “Zarys psychologji w zwiazku z rozwojem psychikidziecka” in
1935, “Psychologia wychowawcza w zarysie” in 1938,“Wprowadzenie do psychologii wspolcznej” in
1959, “Hapwuc nicuxounporii” in 1922, “Hapuc soriku” in 1923, “3 ncuxounorii TBopyocTi [lleBueHka”
in 1916 etc [9].

Child-centered ideas were predominant in S. Baley's scholarly work. This assumption is made
due to thorough analysis of his scholarly achievements, works, ideas and views. It is present in such
works as: "Educational psychology in notes" and "Notes on psychology in relation to the development
of a child's psyche". The key object of these books is a child. S. Baley described a child as well as its
psyche development, taking into account all aspects of education. It included the educational influence
of a family, school class, parents, environment etc. The scholar described the process of the child's
psyche development taking into account even the fact whether the child is from a rich or poor family;
whether the child is from the countryside or from city etc. Not only had he described the child's psyche
development, but the physiological processes as well. S. Baley wrote in detail about the process of
development of different human organs and parts of the body at different life stages. While describing
them, he mentioned the influence they have on the psyche development and educational process.
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The educational activity of S. Baley was mainly around child and his education. Due to his
publications, initiative and efforts, centers of school psychological service, psychotechnical schools,
centers of psychological hygiene were introduced. The aim of these institutions was to monitor
children in schools, take care of their psychological health etc. S. Baley was the director of the
Pedagogical Institute of Polish Teachers for more than 15 years. He organized training and improving
qualification for polish teachers with the aim to better the process of children education. A child began
to be treated as a personality with its own interests, psychological needs and thoughts owing to the
scholarly publication of S. Baley: “Different psychological phenomena, which we can observe in a
child are not only less stronger than in mature human, but qualitatively different” [8, p. 318].

A child, in his publications, become one of the key elements in family life. S. Baley stressed
upon the fact that parents must take into account the needs of children as well as their interests.
Parents educate their child through everyday behavior and the way this child is treated in a family
according to the scholar. The attitude of a child towards its parents, which occurred at early age, is
transferred later towards teachers and educators. The same happens with, for example, opposition to
adults. Therefore, S. Baley stressed on the importance of the earliest psyche development and
education of a child, which are conducted by parents. The scholar gave advice to parents who have two
or more children. He mentioned that parents should distribute their attention to all children equally [7, p. 490].
Moreover, he described the feelings that occur in a child of different age group, i. e. younger, middle and
oldest child. S. Baley worked on the question of heredity of certain features of character from parents,
mentioning that it also influences the process of personality formation in a child [1].

S. Baley’s child-centered approach is present in the description and analysis of the educational
influence of a school on a child. The role of psychologists in the process of school program compiling
was emphasized by the scholar. He stated that psychologists know the child's needs and interests better
and therefore he suggested that they should take an active part in the process of school program
creation [6]. The efficiency of the educational process will rise when taking into account the needs and
interests of a child. The scholar proposed considering the stage of a child's psyche development in the
compilation of a school program: “Psychologist can mention that the program is dedicated to certain
age or is not truly too complicated, taking into account child psyche hygiene. However, it can too
overloaded concerning the possibilities of perception of a pupil's psyche on a certain phase of
development” [8, p. 495]. Concerning the quotation, it is worth mentioning that S. Baley composed the
Table of the stages of a child's psyche development according to the age criteria. The Table describes
the process of a child's psyche development according to different age period, starting from infant and
ending 24 y. o. person. The Table is divided into different stages and phases of a child's psyche
development with the detailed description of features of character, behavior, and feeling of a child in
each phase [8, p. 330].

The role of the psychologist in the process of school program composing was emphasized by S.
Baley in his works. This process should be done in such a way, says the author, that the school
program not only give knowledge to pupils, but also educate them. Owing to this, the school program
should be developed according to the psychological needs of children. Thus, this is not a child who
must adjust to the school program. The role of the psychologist in a school program composition lies
in the determination of the psychological needs of a child, its interests and behavior so that to adjust
the school program to them [5].

S. Baley emphasized on the excluding from the school program materials and subjects that will
be useless for a child in the future. He stressed on the principle of connection of the degree of
difficulty, interest and appropriate degree of child's psyche development in the process of a school
program composition as well. It is important to take into account the interest of pupils since children
will learn material, which poses interest for them. The principle of formal education was of interest to
S. Baley as well. According to the principle, he proposed to teach children such subjects, which will
improve their thinking abilities and quality of knowledge. Thus, the main idea of S. Baley is to adjust
the school program and subjects to the child's needs and interests [7, p. 501].

S. Baley researched tiredness of children in school as well. That is the other evidence of his
child-centered approach. He based his statements on the previous studies on this problem while
studying the influence of tiredness on an educational and learning processes in school. The author
advised on methods of avoiding tiredness of children in learning new material and its usage in practice. His

16 Hayxkogi 3anmckn. Cepisi: nenarorika. — 2019. — Nel.



ENICTEMOJIOT IS HEAATOI'TYHOI JIVMKHU TA ICTOPIS OCBITU B YKPAIHI

advice is actual even nowadays. One of the best examples on this topic is the advice for teachers to avoid
giving pupils unnecessary material i. e. that will be useless for them in the future [7, p. 501].

The other issue is the describing of the role of teacher or educator in the process of a child
teaching and educating proposed by S. Baley. Considering the problem he noted that the teacher
should cognize in detail personalities of his pupils and it can be done while closely working with the
school psychologist. The teacher should evaluate his pupils appropriately meanwhile observing how
this pupil succeed in learning. The scholar noted that such observation could help the teacher to
manage the educational process in a better way and adjust himself to the educational and learning
process of a pupil [4].

The process of pupil's personality cognition S. Baley included in the activity of psychological
care of pupils that should be done in every school by a psychologist. This kind of psychological care
adapt the educational and learning process in a school to the individual possibilities of pupils as well
as their individual features of character. This activity helps a teacher to select the appropriate intensity
of the teaching process this way avoiding pupils overload, tiredness and dropping out. The cognition
of a pupil's personality includes the research of their desire, preferences, and ideals of pupils. This
information is of great help to teachers and can be used in school program composing and material
selecting. Considering the abovementioned, S. Baley emphasized that the task of the school is to
develop and increase the intellectual abilities of children, educate them and make them useful
members of a society and good personalities [7, p. 630]. He emphasized upon the statement that a
teacher should know child psyche, its components, and development features at a certain age perfectly.
The physical development of a child poses great importance as well since it is closely interconnected
with psychological. Owing to this, the scholar has developed the Table of child psyche development
according to age periods.

A child was the central object of S. Baley's research concerning the investigation of society
influence on a child education and development. He described the child as an active member of
society and presented in detail the educational influences it has on a child [3]. He regarded them from
the point of view of a child, while describing such influences, especially it is seen in such an element
of the society as a family. For example, he noted that parents react very strictly for some naughty
behavior of a child and express their reaction through threats, reproaches or anger. In this case, the
child would be forced to rein in some psychological impulses inside its mind and adapt to the rules of
adults. All these factors would slow down curiosity and initiative in children and thus, it can have
negative effects [7, p. 328]. The scholar emphasized on the importance of the understanding of a child's
psyche by adults. Such understanding presupposes excellent knowledge about the child's psyche, its
development, and elements, the understanding of the emotional sphere and child's needs [7, p. 331]. This
understanding allow adults to better adapt the educational process in order to increase its effectiveness.

Thus, one can conclude that the child-centered approach is one of the key issues in his scholarly
ideas, thoughts, and works having analyzed ideas and works of S. Baley. They mainly concern the
educational process in a family and educational-teaching process in school. Child-centered ideas of the
scholar presupposed the obligatory consideration of a certain stage of a child's psyche development, its
interests, and needs. He treated the child as a personality with its own needs and feelings while
researching a child, physiological and psychological sphere and their relations.

However, for a better understanding of the child-centered approach of S. Baley, it is necessary
to use a comparative method. Therefore, it was decided to compare ideas of S. Baley with other
famous Ukrainian pedagogues, who are considered to have a child-centered approach.

The similarity of the child-centered approach is observed in both, S. Baley and famous
Ukrainian pedagogue I. Sikorsky. The scholarly views of 1. Sikorsky were based on the idea of the
complex study of a child — the research of its physical, psychological and spiritual development [2, p.
130]. The similar views are seen in S. Baley, since he researched the development of a child, including
both, physiological and psychological. However, S. Baley did not research spiritual development,
contrary to I. Sikorsky. I. Sikorsky emphasized on the fact that all learning and educational processes
should be concentrated around the psychological features of every child. The similar statement was
mentioned by S. Baley, who noted that the educational process in a school should be based on a child's
needs and interests [7, p. 495-496]. Common points in the scholars lie in the fact that they approached
towards the study of a child as a unity, researching emotional, physiological and psychological
developments, a process of personality formation etc.
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The similarity in child-centered views is seen between Ukrainian pedagogue O. Muzychenko
and S. Baley. Both scholars emphasized the importance of the organization of learning and educational
processes according to the abilities and interests of a child [2, p. 133]. In addition, S. Baley underlined
the role of pupil's interest in learning and educational processes. He noted that if pupils were interested
in the presented material, they would learn it willingly and know it better. The result would be in the
increased efficiency of learning and educational processes [7, p. 503].

However, there is a difference between the child-centered views of T. Lubenets and S. Baley.
T. Lubenets stated that the child's soul is not a soft wax out of which a certain model can be made or
not a blackboard on which an educator can write anything he wants. S. Baley, on the other side,
considered a child's psyche as a clean sheet of paper or clay, out of which a personality can be made,
using appropriate pedagogical influences [5, p. 134].

Thus, having analyzed scholarly ideas of S. Baley, their development and due to numerous
publications of the scholar, it is assumed that the scholar used a child-centered approach. A child
becomes one of the key objects in his studies and publications. He regards the child and its psyche
comprehensively, describing in detail every aspect of a child's development i. e. physiological and
psychological. Moreover, he considered the child as a personality with its own interests, needs, and
ambitions. S. Baley noted that the process of a child's development and education should be based on
the child needs and interests, taking into account its individuality, possibilities, state of psychological
development etc. S. Baley emphasized on the fact that teacher and educator, as well as school
programs, should adjust to the features of a child, to its psyche. In addition, having compared scientific
ideas of S. Baley with ideas of Ukrainian scholars with child-centered approach one can see similar
approaches, i. e. child and childhood are regarded as the main subject in the process of education.
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